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1. Introduction

The purpose of this document is to collect, analyze, and define the high-level needs and features of the NCICB EVS BioPortal.  It focuses on the functionalities proposed by the EVS stakeholders and target users.  

2. Positioning

2.1 Problem Statement
The LexGrid Terminology Services (LexBIG) project was built as a well-structured application programming interface (API) with the ability to access and distribute vocabularies as commodity resources.  Effective with the caCORE/EVS 4.0 release, LexBIG will become the production terminology server supporting caCORE.  As such, the NCI EVS BioPortal needs to work with LexBIG and, employ “an open” software architecture.  Additionally, the NCI BioPortal should be modular, configurable and extendable.
The purpose of the 1.01 release of the NCI BioPortal is to address known bugs and performance issues identified in the 1.0 release.
3. Stakeholder and User Descriptions

3.1 Stakeholder Summary

	Name
	Description
	Responsibilities

	Peter Covitz
	NCICB Application Infrastructure
	Oversees NCICB Application Infrastructure

	Avinash Shanbhag
	NCICB Application Infrastructure
	Oversees NCICB caCORE Software Engineering

	Frank Hartel
	EVS Product Manager
	Directs EVS Projects 

	Johnita Beasley 
	Project Manager 
	Technical Direction and Implementation



3.2 User Summary

	Project Lead
	Description
	Responsibilities

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3.3 Technical Environment

· Client Interface

· Internet Explorer 5.0 and above

· Mozilla v1.0 and above

· Application Server

· JBoss Application Server

· Database Server

· MySQL via LexBIG API
· Operating system

· Windows 2000, XP

· Unix (Sun Solaris)

· Portable ANSI-SQL compliant relational schemas

3.4 Summary of Key Stakeholder or User Needs

The following subsections address the key requirements for the NCI BioPortal v1.01 release as perceived by the stakeholder and users.   

3.4.1 Requirements to Address 

· Functional

· Data Issues

· MGED

· MedDRA Update

· OWL Loader (impacting HL7 & Zebrafish ontologies)

· Portal Bugs
· Cannot view Attributes in advanced search and incorrect number returned 
· Searching SemanticNet Yields Unexpected Results
· Gives error when search for Attributes on certain ontologies
· Ontology specific search result link does not lead anywhere
· Does not display correct Hierarchy to Root All Relationships graph
· Receive an error message when performing a search on the NCI Meta Thesaurus Ontology.
· Portal Performance
· Inconsistent (usually slow) Performance
· Non-Functional

· User Interface Standards
· External Interfaces
· Project Management

· Documentation

· Deployments
3.4.2 Current Solution

The current version (1.0 Release) of the NCI BioPortal is the first generation browser for the LexBIG Terminology Server. 

3.4.3 Proposed Solutions

The new release (v1.01) of the NCI BioPortal will address known functionality defects and performance issues identified in the NCI BioPortal v1.0.

For the duration of the development lifecycle, the requirements of future construction iterations will be evaluated near the end of the current iteration under development.  This will take place by way of an “Iteration Plan Review Meeting”.  In the Iteration Plan Review Meeting, the EVS Terminology Browser 

Applications Project Manager along with the NCICB Product Manager will review already proposed 

requirements listed in Section four (4) of this document along with the requirements listed in the “Bugs” (https://gforge.nci.nih.gov/tracker/?atid=450&group_id=90&func=browse)  and “Feature Requests” (https://gforge.nci.nih.gov/tracker/?atid=453&group_id=90&func=browse) Trackers on the EVS Terminology Browser Applications project Gforge website.  If an iterations requirements change as a result of the review mentioned above, the following is expected to occur:

· The requirement is moved from the “Feature Requests” or “Bugs” Tracker to the “Release Development Items” Tracker on GForge.

· This scope document will be updated to reflect the correct scope for the iteration being modified.

· The task plan must be adjusted to reflect the resources and time needed to perform the work for the updated requirements.

4. Release Functional Requirements

The following section describes, in detail, all the functional requirements, which are proposed for the 1.01 release of the NCI BioPortal.
4.1 Data Issues

4.1.1 GF#10358[]
 No results returned from the MGED Ontology. 

4.1.2 GF#10357[]
 No results returned from the Zebrafish Ontology.
4.1.3 GF#10363[]
 HL7 not returning results. 
4.2 Portal Bugs
4.2.1 GF#9382[]
 Cannot view Attributes in advanced search and incorrect number returned 

4.2.2 GF#9384[]
 Searching SemanticNet Yields Unexpected Results 

4.2.3 GF#9396[]
 Gives error when search for Attributes on certain ontologies  
4.2.4 GF#9628[]
 Ontology specific search result link does not lead anywhere  
4.2.5 [GF#9719] Does not display correct Hierarchy to Root All Relationships graph
4.2.6 [GF#9734] Receive an error message when performing a search on the NCI Meta Thesaurus Ontology. 
4.3 Portal Performance
4.3.1 [GF#10301] Inconsistent (usually slow) Performance
5. Release Non-Functional Requirements

The following section describes all the non-functional requirements associated with the 1.0 Release of the NCI BioPortal.

5.1 User Interface

5.1.1 Standards

Any UI modifications to the NCI BioPortal User Interface in support of the functional Bug Fixes shall comply with the browser and user interface standard put forward by the NCICB User Interface working group.

5.2 External Interfaces

5.2.1 LexBIG

The NCI BioPortal shall interface with the LexBIG services.  These services will represent the server-side component which will facilitate access to the ontology library.  Where appropriate, updates my be made to support buf fixes or performance enhancements.
5.3 Project Management

[GF# 10315] A Task Plan shall be produced to visually manage the work items identified in this Scope Document.

5.4 Documentation

The following documents shall be produced in association the NCI BioPortal:

1. [GF#10347] Release Notes

2. [GF#10348] User Guide and Online Help updated as necessary
5.5 Deployments

NCI BioPortal deployments to shall be supported as necessary.  This includes generation of deployment requests documents and assistance to the QA Team to address any deployment related issues.

1. [GF# 10350] QA Tier

2. [GF# 10351] Staging Tier

3. [GF# 10352] Production Tier

4. [GF# 10349] Build Script Updates/Modifications

6. Out of Scope

The 1.01 release of the NCI BioPortal is strictly a performance and bug fix release.  New functionality will NOT being addressed.
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