BiomedGT Product Vision

BiomedGT is an initiative to employ open, collaborative development in the creation of a federated ontology. This initiative is designed to explore the boundaries of what is currently possible in the areas of ontology federation and collaborative ontology development, and to extend the boundaries as our experience and insight dictate.  The BiomedGT effort is intended to also address needs in software tool development, ontology design, ontology management, and collaboration management in the context of biomedical ontology and thesauri development. Collaborators interested in any of these areas are encouraged to become active in the BiomedGT initiative. 
While it is being sponsored by the National Cancer Institute (NCI), the coverage of the BiomedGT ontology will not be limited to cancer. The subject matter scope will be determined by the needs and interests of the collaborators who will be welcomed from all domains of biomedicine. The design goals for BiomedGT are to be:
· An application-level ontology free from intellectual property restrictions

· Composed of federated ontologies 

· Specializing a single top level ontology model 

· Capable of supporting machine and human interpretation and navigation 

We believe that a set of integrated open software tools are a sine qua non. The NCI Center for Biomedical Informatics and Information Technology (CBIIT) has developed an enabling infrastructure that we hope will be useful in supporting open collaborative content development.  This infrastructure is built around the open source Protégé, Semantic MediaWiki, GForge and caCORE/LexBIG products. The first three provide support for ontology creation and collaboration, while the caCORE/LexBIG server supports publication and dissemination. Hopefully, these tools will provide an adequate starting point, but may be replaced or refined as more adequate resources are adopted or developed.  
As relationships between NCI and the collaborative partners develop, the direction of the initiative will evolve to meet the needs and interests of the collaborators. Management of the BiomedGT project will initially be similar to that used in the Citizendium Project http://en.citizendium.org/wiki/Main_Page. For example we will review the professional qualifications of potential collaborators much as Citizendium does. Doubtless we will modify aspects of the Citizendium model to reflect the preferences of the BiomedGT collaborative community.   
See https://gforge.nci.nih.gov/projects/biomedgt/ for additional information. 
