The caBIG™ Vocabulary and Common Data Elements (VCDE) Workspace is charged with implementing the semantic components needed to ensure interoperability within the caBIG™ federation. One part of this responsibility is the identification of appropriate controlled biomedical terminology for use within caBIG™ (caBIG™ approved terminologies). In order to fulfill this task, the VCDE workspace identified a set of characteristics (based heavily on James Cimino’s Desiderata for Controlled Biomedical Terminology) that defined a good biomedical terminology. These general characteristics are: 

1. Concept orientation
2. Community acceptance
3. Appropriate QA/QC
4. English language definitions for all concepts
5. Comprehensive documentation
6. Easy accessibility and/or distribution
7. Appropriate editorial policies/controls (change management)
8. Good Usability/Reproducibility/Understandability (URU)
9. Freedom from IP or licensing Constraints
10. Meets regulatory or sponsor requirements.

BiomedGT will be designed and implemented to comply with the nine of these ten characteristics that are within our control, and will actively pursue the tenth, community acceptance. 

