EVS Weekly Status Report (July 16-20, 2007)
NCI Center for Bioinformatics and Information Technology


Project: EVS API
1. Key Accomplishments

1.1. LexGrid Vocabulary Services for caBIG

· [GF#7870] Develop remote LexBIG APIs

· Set up an environment for running unit tests

· Logged a bug with Lucene API at: https://issues.apache.org/jira/browse/LUCENE-961
· Continue to work with Mayo to resolve errors found by the tests. 

· [GF#7871] Develop convenience methods for the remote LexBIG APIs.

· Developed methods for retrieving metadata properties from MySQL database through LexBIG API. 

· Test the above methods using distributed LexBIG API and encountered a NullPointerException exception. Informed Mayo of the finding. The root cause of the problem is that the LexBIGServiceMetadata interface has restriction methods, but they don’t return the object itself. Mayo has subsequently fixed the problem.   

· Incorporated Mayo’s Meta search methods into Convenience Methods. Tested these search methods using distributed LexBIG API and encountered a NotSerializableException. The root cause of the problem is that LexBIG RestrictToMatchingDesignations method utilizes Lucene RegexQuery, which in turn contains an unserializable JavaUtilRegexCapabilities. RegexQuery itself is declared as serializable. So, it’s apparently a Lecene bug. (See also GF#7870 above.)
1.2. caCORE API

· [GF#7858] Added the association name between History and DescLogicConcept to the EVS 3.2 Model. Checked it into CVS as EVS 4.0 model. 

· [GF#7859] Updated the pojo.javajet and TransformerUtil.java to generate EVS Beans.

· [GF#7864] Updated wsdd.javajet to generate wsdd file.

· [GF#7865] Generated XSD file. Identified descripancies between 3.2 generated XSD and 4.0 XSD.

· [GF#7866] Generated xml-mapping file.

· [GF#7869] Created an EVS build script. 

2. Production Support

· None

3. Meetings

· 7/17/2007 EVS/LexBIG API Weekly meeting.

· 7/18/2007 NCI/Mayo Weekly Meeting
· Ad-Hoc Team Meetings/Discussions
4. Planned Activities:

· Enhancement/Development of existing EVS tools 

· Execution of EVS/LexBIG task plan (Refer to 1.1 above).
5. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· LexBIG RestrictToMatchingDesignations method utilizes Lucene RegexQuery which in not truly serializable (Refer to GF#7870 and GF#7871 above). Mayo will look into possible temporary alternative solutions. 
· Distributed LexBIG serialization issues. Continue to resolve each identified issue with Mayo.

· Shared Resources – Shaziya is only a 50% resource on EVS until 7/20.  She is on vacation 7/23 & 7/24 and when she returns she is fully allocated to caBIO.  David Yee will be assisting on EVS API Project to get us through QA before he moves onto the Collaborative Tools Project.  We have spoken with Sharon Gaheen (caBIO Project Manager) and the plan is to allow Shaziya to function in more of a support role to assist/provide direction to David on an as needed basis however her first priority is caBIO.  Point being, our reliance on a shared resource could represent risk in meeting our proposed milestones for the upcoming EVS 4.0 release.  
Project: Terminology Browser Applications
1. Key Accomplishments
1.1.  NCI BioPortal
· [GF  #7765] Enable lexical search of Class/Type Names, synonyms, definition and other annotation fields (Implemented)
· [GF #7764] Enable lexical search across any source or set of sources chosen by user (Partially implemented)
· [GF #7763] Display all annotations and property restrictions for a selected class (partially implemented)
· [GF #7761] Enable a visual representation of a selected ontology (Implemented)
· [GF #7758] Enable display of metadata details for each source in LexBIG (Partially implemented)
· [GF #7757] Display metadata for each source in LexBIG (Partially implemented)
· Continued working on removing the Apache dependency from BioPortal

· [GF #7756] Display list of all terminology sources in LexBIG (Partially implemented, category view is no longer available.)
· [GF #7755] Support for anonymous searching (Implemented)
· [GF #7754] Implement Support for anonymous browsing (Implemented)
· [GF # 7845] Transition Software to Design Architecture (started)
· [GF #7847] Setup Deployment Environments (started)
· Completed Architecture Checklist Required by Systems Team
1.2. Terminology Open Portal (TOP)
· Project Charter Updated.
2. Production Support
· None

3. Meetings

· 7/17/2007 – NCI BioPortal Weekly Team Meeting
· 7/16 – 20/2007 – Adhoc Meetings among team members
4. Planned Activities:

· Identify best way to deal with elimination of NCBO specific submission and the extended fall-out (i.e. metadata is currently created as a result of the terminology submissions which won’t be supported in the NCI release of the BioPortal)

· Work on modifying/re-establishing system architecture.
· Get Deployment Environments Setup

5. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· Resources – After 7/20 David will be on vacation for a week and then committed to the EVS API Project.  Johnita will be the sole development resource with support from Kim.  General Project Oversight /Technical Leadership responsibilities and Terminology Open Portal may detract from the needed commitment to NCI BioPortal.
Project: Terminology Development Tools
1. Key Accomplishments
· NCI Protégé GUI
· Finished GF#3949 and GF#395
· Began looking at GF#2957 -- use of xml config file for UI specs
Began GF#2958  more specific popups in split panel, feature seems disabled

· will check with Gilberto/Kim
· GF#3928 filtering properties. determined where best to filter
· code clean up and refactoring
· NCI Semantic Wiki
· Not much activity….Harold on vacation
· OWL Classification Services
· Tested and improved the partitioning code. Partitioning latest NCI Thesaurus now takes 1,5 minutes (reduced from last week's 5 min). Initial classification and partitioning is done concurrently in multiple threads to save time on multi-threaded machines.
· Integrated the partitioning code into incremental classification to implement the reasoner interface. The reasoner interface is partially implemented to process ontology updates and incrementally update the classification tree. Retrieving all superclasses is also implemented.
· Created a benchmarking suite for measuring the incremental classification performance and correctness. Initial benchmarking results (done by adding and removing random axioms) show that incremental classification can be done in 5-20 seconds depending on the size of the partitions updates affect.  
2. Production Support
· None

3. Meetings

· Meeting with Eddie Vanarsdall to provide product overview

· Bi-monthly meeting with Classification Services Group 

· Weekly Protege GUI status
4. Planned Activities:

· Semantic Media Wiki

· Charles to set up GForge projects
· Harold to make initial requirements list for dissemination
· Documents to populate GForge project  


· Bob out next two weeks 
· complete “must haves” for 1.1 release
· begin “nice to haves” for 1.1 release
· review build process
· get tech writer up to speed on semantic wiki
· Fix bugs related to incremental classification as there are failing test cases.
· Implement other functionality in the reasoner interface, e.g. retrieving only direct sub or super classes.
· Investigate how updating concepts high in the class hierarchy and/or updating many concepts from many different partitions affect incremental classification performance.
· First QA build using new build process
· will be testing all must have features for 1.1 release
· Work on a short report for ontology engineers at NCI to point out what kind of changes would be problematic w.r.t. incremental classification and would require reclassification from scratch. The report will briefly describe the notion of 'locality' and what would happen when non-local axioms are added/removed.
5. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· (Classification group) As discussed in the telecon we would like to get the change log for the NCI Thesaurus to test the performance of the implementation with realistic test cases. We will also verify if any of the existing changes contain any non-local axioms.  Gilberto will provide this.
General: Operations
1. Key Accomplishments
· TBD
2. Other Support
· TBD
3. Meetings

· TBD
4. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· Tracy Safran is out sick.
5. Planned Activities:

· TBD
Cross Project Technical Leadership/Management
Staff: C. Griffin, J. Beasley
1. Key Accomplishments
· Continued work on EVS Task Plan Template 
· Continued work on EVS Coding Standards

· Continued work of Technical Document Templates

· Use Case Document

· Design Document

· Implementation Specification Document

· Generated Weekly Report
2. Meetings

· 7/17/2007 NCI BioPortal Weekly Meeting

· 7/17/2007 EVS/LexBIG API Weekly Meeting
3. Planned Activities:

· Finalize Communications Plan in support of new EVS Organization, review and distribute
· Finalize EVS Coding Standards

· Finalize Standard Task Plan Template  

· Finalize Technical Document Templates

· Use Case Document

· Design Document

· Implementation Specification Document
4. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· Charles was out sick Tuesday – Thursday
· Johnita was out sick Friday
