EVS Weekly Status Report (October 29 – November 2, 2007)
NCI Center for Bioinformatics and Information Technology


Project: EVS API
1. Key Accomplishments

1.1. EVS API

· [GF#7878] Promote to Staging environment
· Completed.
· [GF#7879] Promote to Production Environment
· Ongoing
· [GF#8579] Integration Testing 
· Performed trouble shooting on a LexBIG server side exception thrown by the CodedNodeGraph resolveToList method. This would occur if LexBIG is unable to resolve top nodes in a graph, regardless whether it’s a local or remote call. Informed Mayo of this finding.   

· Identified a LexBIG data issue. Many records in the conceptassnstoconcept table of the NCI MetaThesaurus database show  the same concept being recorded as both the source and the target of a PAR association, it is likely caused by misinterpretation of atom level relationships defined in source hierarchies; for example, SNOMEDCT, when two concepts in the source are mapped to the same UMLS concept. Informed Mayo of this finding.
· Working on JMeter Stress Tests
· Submitted more Tech Guide information to Tech Writer as requested
· Worked with other caCORE Tech Leads to identify approach for added download of caCORE 4.0 component product releases.
· Provided caArray Team with information on the getTree() method as an alternative use of the EVSTree Browser.
1.2. LexBIG API

· Provided inputs to Mayo regarding Prioritization of GForge items for March (trackers.xls). 
· Working with Mayo to potentially understand the was db connections are handled by client applications
2. Production Support

· None

3. Meetings

· 10/29/2007 caARRY-EVS meeting.

· 10/30/2007 EVSAPI weekly meeting.

· 10/31/2007 LexBIG weekly meeting.

· 11/1/2007 caCORE biweekly meeting.
4. Planned Activities:
· Enhancement/Development of existing EVS tools 

· Execution of EVS/LexBIG task plan.
5. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· None.  
Project: Terminology Browser Applications
1. Key Accomplishments
1.1 NCI BioPortal
· Continue to examine the database connection and other performance related issues
· Communicated with the Mayo team to get a better understanding of how LexBIG manage database connection.  According to Mayo, LexBIG connects to databases through two interfaces.  One is a connection pool manager based on third party Apache connection pooling code (commons-pool-1.3.jar), the other is a database connection utility that enables direct connections to the database. The connection pool management interface is essentially a wrapper around Apache connection pooling. It is what all querying interfaces use to connect to a LexGrid database and retrieve information from it.  It is used by the ResourceManager, LexBigService, and underlying objects in the CodedNodeSet and CodedNodeGraph.  In every case the connection is picked up from the connection pool, information is retrieved, and the connection is returned to the pool all in the same method. A database connection utility, which is a simple connection manager interface, also exists for LexBIG.  It requires the user to close all database connections themselves.  This connection manager is used by the Loaders and by the LexBIG GUI application
· Assessed the response times for remotely retrieving ontology data from a LexBIG server running on a separate server through the LexBIG proxy, a component of EVSAPI.  The key observations are: first, tree node expansion operation is extremely computational demanding, it requires calculating the number of child nodes for each child of the expanded node; and secondly, hosting Bioportal and LexBIG server on different computers introduces significant delay to the overall response time. Bioportal can be configured to communicate with LexBIG directly if LexBIG server is available on the same server, eliminating the overhead of remote calls. This can significantly improve the performance of Bioportals
1.1. Terminology Open Portal (TOP)
· None

2. Production Support
· None

3. Meetings

· Informal adhoc Team Meetings
· 10/30/2007 - BioPortal Weekly Meeting
4. Planned Activities:

· Continued execution of NCI BioPortal task plan.
5. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· None.
Project: Terminology Development Tools
1. Key Accomplishments
· NCI Protégé GUI
· Integrated new components into master build
Created NCICodeGenrator project-plugin to replace

· code gen server
· EditTab refactoring
· Reviewed latest SMW/Protege RDF protocol proposal
· Reviewed and assigned LOEs to GForge 1.2 items
· Workflow development
· GForge#-9780 Workflow Tab development
· GForge#-8377 fixed
· GForge#-8611 solution identified and reusable MsgDialog created
· NCI Semantic Wiki (BioMedGT Wiki)
· Investigate issues w/ RDF/Protege data format
· developed ability to control content of top-level tabs
· created new concept proposal form
· created tabs for new concept, submit change, submit freetext
· updated WA Wiki machine
· installed HALO and demoed capabilities
· changed retrieval model to enhance performance
· OWL Classification Services
· Resolved issue causing unnecessary re-modularization and classification after generating explanations.
· Previously identified issue with custom protege reasoner not being registered when a new project is created was confirmed by Protege engineers, specific to NCI branch, fixed on Protege trunk
2. Production Support
· None

3. Meetings

· SMW status.
· Protege weekly status
· various ad-hoc project meetings
· SMW Q&A meeting
· SMW/Protege Integration
4. Planned Activities:

· Performance revisions on all instlled WIKIs
· Tab revisions installed on all WIKIs
· Update WIKI content to reflect latest NCIt data
· Submit RDF changes to SMW group
· Finish baseline concept difference screen
· create mapping between NCIt data elements and LexWiki data elements
· Halo/Ajax installed on all WIKIs
· continued Workflow development
· Meet with modelers to prioritize 1.2 GForge items and review Workflow work
· Support integration testing
5. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· None.
General: Operations
1. Key Accomplishments
· (9190) NCI Thesaurus 07.09d (DTS) (closed)
· (9224) Load October GO to DTS (closed)
· (9285) SNOMED version v2007.7.AA (DTS)
· (9988) Restore LOINC DTS
· ListSubsumptionMetaBySource QA for Kim

· Cycles found in LexBIG Metathesaurus hierarchy data, reports created for Kim

· Lockheed training courses

· Intellectual Property – Protecting Company Patent and Data Rights

· Intellectual Property – Software Procurement

· Intellectual Property Basics
2. Other Support
· NCI Thesaurus 07.09d in PROD

· October Gene Ontology in PROD

· SNOMED 2007.7.AA in DEV

3. Meetings

· Tuesday – BioPortal, EVS API, Joint CBIIT-OCE
· Wednesday – Cycles in Meta hierarchy, LexBIG
· Thursday – caCORE bi-weekly
· Friday – SMW-Protégé Integration Weekly
4. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· DTSRPC Automation

· According to Sriram, the project has been put on hold as they have other projects set as high priority.

· Connie’s workflow TDE

· When doing a merge, retirement or split from Connie’s workflow TDE machine, history is being written to as “modify”.  The actual merge and retirement operations are functioning normally.  This might also have to do with HOW Connie is performing the action.  I can’t be sure.

· We need to determine how Nicole’s workflow TDE was setup and why this is happening.  I have already contacted Gilberto regarding this.

· I’ve gone through all changesets since mid-August to find which concepts were flagged for merges and retirements.  I will submit this list of concepts for review by Connie to ensure they were in fact retired/merged.  I will then create SQL statements to run against EVS_HISTORY and CONCEPT_HISTORY to assign these concepts their appropriate actions.
5. Planned Activities:

· (9285) SNOMED version v2007.7.AA (DTS)
· (9988) Restore LOINC DTS
· (9993) Classification problem with TDE
Cross Project Technical Leadership/Management
Staff: C. Griffin, J. Beasley
1. Key Accomplishments
· Generated Weekly Report
2. Meetings

· Many AdHoc Meetings
· Johnita: Interview of new Candidate – Will A. Garcia

· Offer extended by Northrop Grumman
3. Planned Activities:

· Finalize Communications Plan in support of new EVS Organization, review and distribute
· Finalize EVS Coding Standards

· Finalize Standard Task Plan Template  

· Finalize Technical Document Templates

· Use Case Document

· Design Document

· Implementation Specification Document
4. Issues and Recommended Resolutions:

· None.
