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January 8, 2008 (version 2)

Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Gilberto Fragoso, Frank Hartel (phone), Larry Wright, Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas,  Lyuba Remenikk (phone), John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran,  Stephanie Lipow (phone), Terry Quinn (phone); Brian Carlsen (phone); Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Carol Creech (phone), Russ Hamm (phone) 

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
1. BiomedGT update:  

Sherri reported that the Alpha1 release of BiomedGT was done over the holiday break.  There has not been much feed back from outside collaborators yet but it was noted that the group from Hawaii Nutritional terminology are on travel.  Nathan Baker of the Nano group was asking how the terminology development on the wiki would work, and wondered if regular meetings would be scheduled.  It was thought that for now, the wiki discussion page could be used for communication primarily, but if the group that coalesces wants NCI to provide teleconference and Centra, we can do that.  Liz will email Nathan.  Laura recommended we host a workshop meeting with outside collaborators to get things kicked off.  Frank agreed this was a good idea once we get things off the ground.

Regarding communicating about the wiki, Frank has talked with Diane Reeves about arranging online educational tools for the portal site. (Eddie is more than welcome to participate.)  There is short presentation by Russ at VCDE scheduled for meeting Jan 10 to introduce the wiki, and Harold will do a “birds of a feather” presentation of the wiki Tuesday night at the caBIG face to face meeting in Salt Lake City at the end of January.  

Sherri will talk with Ann Setser about preloading some of the backlog of proposals for changes to CTCAE that will provide a starting point for the CTCAE 4.0 in BiomedGT.

While Harold is off, Russ has been looking at Gforge items.  One of note is a database issue that Bob identified which has been difficult to reproduce.  The SQL error is now being tracked and will be fixed.  There was a general discussion about reporting bugs.  There is a bug reporting link in the workflow box on the BiomedGT site.  Frank suggested creating a general Gforge account for outside collaborators to use but stated anonymous submissions may not be allowed on Gforge for security reasons.  Gilberto will check into this.  Russ suggested collaborators without Gforge accounts could post bugs/concerns using the “feedback” page on the wiki (link from main page).

Sherri asks editors and Alameda staff to continue to look at the BiomedGT site and provide feedback, especially the sections related to quick start and workflow/scenarios.

Gilberto asked if a QA person had been assigned to do the QA build, as Will has had a package ready for delivery since mid-December. Sherri said she will follow-up with George about this. In the meantime, Will has sent a deployment request to get things started.

2. Protégé Update:

Regression testing was finished last Friday. The explanation server is now connecting as it should.  Prompt testing is still in progress.  We will proceed with the current build in the next few days.  There will be several weeks between this release and the next one, which will include version 1 of Bob’s workflow tab, and a few additional bug fixes.

3. Discussion about Content:

Laura asked if BiomedGT should be updated with new NCIt data.

· Lyuba suggested that some of the new data, she is working on for FDA, be included.  It was decided that any addition is to be based on what is considered useful, relevant and specific to BiomedGT and its users, as NCIt and BiomedGT will not be duplicates of each other.  The decision was made to make selective changes to BiomedGT via Protégé.  New disease definitions that were recently added to NCIt should also be added to BiomedGT even though the current definition may not conform to BiomedGT standards; it gives us a starting point to work with later.  

· UNII codes for drugs were discussed.  Per Frank the UNII codes that are already in BiomedGT can remain but there is no need to add any new ones.  UNII codes will be updated in NCIt.  For now, Wen-Ling will match the UNII codes with existing drugs in NCIt.  

Laura suggested that new BiomedGT content and definitions related to proteins and genes be added to NCIt.  John B. and Liz to review their work and report back about new content and definitions so they may be added to NCIt.  
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Gilberto Fragoso, Frank Hartel (phone), Larry Wright, Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas,  Lyuba Remenikk (phone), John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran,  Stephanie Lipow (phone), Terry Quinn (phone); Brian Carlsen (phone); Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Carol Creech (phone), Bob Dionne (phone) 

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
4. Allele Nomenclature:  

The allele nomenclature policy and a revision of the policy were discussed by Liz.  There was a general discussion by the group about how alleles should be named specifically the PT.   It was decided that for now we will continue with the current convention, which is to include a (sequential) number prior to the “Allele” term in the PT, e.g. “BCL2 2 Allele”.  If a specific community adopts its own naming practices, e.g. as for the cytochrome genes, we will update our PTs to reflect the nomenclature, and our old PT will not be kept as a synonym.  In the meantime, if an outside community requests a specific PT and that PT is a reasonable and recognized name, we will create the requested PT.  HUGO names will continue to be added as synonyms.

Liz will update the allele nomenclature documentation and sent it to Rob to be loaded on the intranet site.

5. Review of External Ontologies:

A spreadsheet of open source external ontologies has been created and needs additions, review, and feedback by editors.  The initial list was discussed during the meeting and the following points were made.  Laura asked whether ontologies should be differentiated from terminologies or vocabularies and only ontologies considered.  Gilberto said that this was partly the aim of the spreadsheet, to record the various terminologic resources and include a preliminary recommendation under “applicability”, for instance, a flat list would probably be unusable by us, but we need to enter it nonetheless.  Sherri commented that Mittleman isn’t a very good ontology (it includes a subset of topography and morphology used to annotate chromosome aberrations, and is not good enough to replace anything we have) so we may want to exclude that one.  Laura noted that ChEBI is a UK source and that UK and US drugs differ.  Gilberto noted that ChEBI covers chemicals and not their ascribed functions, e.g. drug role/pharmacologic action. [Checking afterwards, as of Jan 2008 ChEBI includes brand names].  Wen-Ling recommends looking at Small Molecule Chembank, a Harvard associated site, for chemicals. Laura suggested we may want to consider RXNORM for drugs.  CaBIG guidelines should be reviewed, as we may want to use that set of criteria to help evaluate whether we should use any of these.  Sherri will post the guidelines on Gforge.  Gilberto reviewed the spreadsheet and asks that people add additional vocabularies to it and put it back on Gforge with a datestamp in the filename.

6. Update on Protégé 1.2.1 QA:

Sherri reported that QA for the 1.2.1 release is still being done.  It was scheduled for release on February 6 but it will most likely not be released until February 13 or 14.  Bob stated they are finding some bugs but things look good. 

7. Top Level Binning

Gilberto reported on top level binning of BiomedGT using BFO.  We are unable to do the implementation in the database until the protégé 1.3 release when database inclusion is available, but linking the top level BGT classes to the BFO using an annotation property can be done now.   A list of top level nodes will be posted on Gforge. Gilberto asks that editors review/examine the list.  Pre‑implementation with annotation properties will be examined after we reach agreement on the list.
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Gilberto Fragoso, Frank Hartel (phone), Larry Wright, Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas,  Lyuba Remenikk, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran,  Stephanie Lipow (phone), Terry Quinn (phone); Brian Carlsen (phone); Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Carol Creech (phone), Harold Solbrig (phone), Eddie Vanarsdall (phone) 

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
8. Plan for assuring BiomedGT compliance with caBIG/vCDE terminology criteria: 

Gilberto provided an overview of ten general characteristics of good biomedical terminology being utilized in vCDE vocabulary reviews — we will aim to build BiomedGT with these characteristics.

Laura asked questions regarding regulatory and sponsor requirements criteria.  Gilberto explained that vocabularies like MedDRA, which do not meet the caBIG/vCDE criteria, are accepted because they are used by the community (which is one of the review criteria).

Frank recommended that editors review the process vCDE uses for evaluating vocabularies.  This can be found on the Gforge site, group 183 Evaluation of Vocabulary Project.

9. Review of preliminary partitioning to support thesaurus tree construction via classification of ontology trees:

Harold provided an overview of Navigational Nodes Rules.  

1- Navigational Nodes must be completely defined.

2- Concept/word nodes can not reference Navigational Nodes.

An example was provided and discussed.  Harold’s presentation can be viewed at https://gforge.nci.nih.gov/docman/view.php/360/11195/NavigationalNodes.ppt  

Gilberto highlighted one of the branches in the BFO, the Role branch, with items such as FoodRole and TherapeuticRole that can be used to model against.  Navigational nodes modeled against these, along with ontology nodes modeled against the same (plus more specific nodes in this branch and elsewhere) is part of the trick to get ontology nodes to classify under the navigational nodes..

10. Tracking requests for NCI Thesaurus work:

Larry inquired about the gforge tracker as a way to track requests for Thesaurus work.  A demo of the tracker for such requests will be set up for a future meeting.  Tracy suggested confluence wiki for this task.  Gilberto pointed out that the tracker is write‑once, which would maintain the text of the requests as initially submitted, as opposed to the wiki which is read‑write.  The wiki could still be used for some tracking tasks and Tracy will create an example for this use and it will also be discussed at the next meeting.  
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Gilberto Fragoso, Frank Hartel (phone), Larry Wright, Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas,  Lyuba Remenikk, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran,  Stephanie Lipow (phone), Terry Quinn (phone); Brian Carlsen (phone); Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Carol Creech (phone), Harold Solbrig (phone), Eddie Vanarsdall (phone) 
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Agenda items:
11. Plan for assuring BiomedGT compliance with caBIG/vCDE terminology criteria: 

Gilberto provided an overview of ten general characteristics of good biomedical terminology being utilized in vCDE vocabulary reviews — we will aim to build BiomedGT with these characteristics.

Laura asked questions regarding regulatory and sponsor requirements criteria.  Gilberto explained that vocabularies like MedDRA, which do not meet the caBIG/vCDE criteria, are accepted because they are used by the community (which is one of the review criteria).

Frank recommended that editors review the process vCDE uses for evaluating vocabularies.  The vocabulary standards documents are available at https://gforge.nci.nih.gov/frs/?group_id=471. Review results to date are available at https://gforge.nci.nih.gov/docman/?group_id=471. 

12. Review of preliminary partitioning to support thesaurus tree construction via classification of ontology trees:

Harold provided an overview of Navigational Nodes Rules.  

3- Navigational Nodes must be completely defined.

4- Concept/word nodes can not reference Navigational Nodes.

An example was provided and discussed.  Harold’s presentation can be viewed at https://gforge.nci.nih.gov/docman/view.php/360/11195/NavigationalNodes.ppt  

Gilberto highlighted one of the branches in the BFO, the Role branch, with items such as FoodRole and TherapeuticRole that can be used to model against.  Navigational nodes modeled against these, along with ontology nodes modeled against the same (plus more specific nodes in this branch and elsewhere) is part of the trick to get ontology nodes to classify under the navigational nodes..

13. Tracking requests for NCI Thesaurus work:

Larry inquired about the gforge tracker as a way to track requests for Thesaurus work.  A demo of the tracker for such requests will be set up for a future meeting.  Tracy suggested confluence wiki for this task.  Gilberto pointed out that the tracker is write‑once, which would maintain the text of the requests as initially submitted, as opposed to the wiki which is read‑write.  The wiki could still be used for some tracking tasks and Tracy will create an example for this use and it will also be discussed at the next meeting.  
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Frank Hartel (phone), Larry Wright (phone), Margaret Haber (phone), Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone); Brian Carlsen (phone); Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Carol Creech (phone), Harold Solbrig (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), David Yee (phone), Connie Coon (phone) 

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
14. Introduction of New Contractor for EVS: 

Laura introduced Erin Muhlbradt a new employee of Lockheed Martin that will work as a contractor on the EVS project.  Erin is starting part-time on the project while she completes her PhD.  She will be working from the Lockheed Martin Fairfax office. 

15. Use of Confluence Wiki to Track Terminology Requests:

Tracy provided an overview and example of using Confluence Wiki for tracking long-term terminology requests.  She recommended using Gforge tracker to log the initial request then create a wiki page to track the on-going work requested.  Laura agrees wiki would be the best way to track projects like FDA and CDISC.

Larry voiced concern about confidential information associated with projects that it would need to be safeguarded. Frank stated the confidential information could be put into a specific folder on Gforge. 

Frank suggested talking with Ann Wiley who is the Confluence Wiki expert at CBIIT and arranging training for those who will be creating wiki pages for tracking projects.  Tracy suggested that Ann be asked to add a Wiki tab to Gforge Thesaurus Vocabulary Content for convenience.  

Link for the Confluence Wiki is https://wiki.nci.nih.gov/dashboard.action
On the main page under Spaces, the EVS project can be found under “Core”.  Click on Core and it will bring up the next page where there is an EVS link. 
Action Item:  Laura to talk with Larry about what projects need Wiki pages created so that training can be arranged.  The outcome will be discussed at the next meeting.

16. Use of WordNet for Thesaurus Definitions:

Laura began a discussion about the using WordNet definitions for common word definitions in Thesaurus.  Citation and licensing requirement were discussed.  Definitions appearing in Thesaurus that are taken from WordNet shall have the citation of WordNet and the year.  Full citation language from Princeton will be documented in the appendix of the NCI Thesaurus Documentation that is available to users.
17. Issue with Protégé 1.2.1 Release:

There was a general discussion of concerns regarding Protégé 1.2.1.  Connie noted slow processing times.  Liz remarked that property addition can cause things to hang up. Connie will be comparing times between TDE and Protégé to determine time differences for completing identical tasks. Terry stated she couldn’t save concepts and was getting an error message. Tracy suggested this may be due to “Read Only” being checked during installation. Currently editors do not have the ability to classify, overall classification is being done at night.

Per Frank and Laura all concerns need to go into Gforge.  Bob asks that all concerns be assigned to someone.  Tracy and John will assign the tasks.

Other Discussions not on the agenda:

1. Per Frank DTS Metaphrase will continue to run until the release of caCore5 in December of January.

2. Frank would like feedback on the Bioportal Browser http://bioportal.nci.nih.gov/ncbo/faces/index.xhtml
Laura commented the Ontologies page should be renamed Terminologies because things listed such as NCI Metathesaurus, UMLS Semantic Network, MedDRA, etc. are not ontologies.  Frank agrees that these are represented as terminologies and should be titled such.

3. Laura inquired about the issue with the Metathesaurus RRF files.  Frank reported the problem was with the FTP site and it has been fixed.

4. Action Item:  Frank requests the Sherri and Stephanie look at the LOINC Lab files.

5. Margaret mentioned there needs to be a language change related to SNOMED.  Frank asks that Margaret send the necessary language to Tracy and him.

6. Frank addressed the issue of changing already published concepts in Thesaurus.  If there is a typo or spelling error it is OK to make a modification.  If an original concept seems too general or specific for a current requested concept, the original concept must remain and a new concept be created to accommodate the new request.  Laura suggests that editors talk in small groups about these content questions as they occur. 
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Frank Hartel (phone), Larry Wright (phone), Margaret Haber (phone), Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone); Brian Carlsen (phone); Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Carol Creech (phone), Harold Solbrig (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), David Yee (phone), Connie Coon (phone) 
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Agenda items:
18. Introduction of New Contractor for EVS: 

Laura introduced Erin Muhlbradt a new employee of Lockheed Martin that will work as a contractor on the EVS project.  Erin is starting part-time on the project while she completes her PhD.  She will be working from the Lockheed Martin Fairfax office. 

19. Use of Confluence Wiki to Track Terminology Requests:

Tracy provided an overview and example of using Confluence Wiki for tracking long-term terminology requests.  She recommended using Gforge tracker to log the initial request then create a wiki page to track the on-going work requested.  Laura agrees wiki would be the best way to track projects like FDA and CDISC.

Larry voiced concern about confidential information associated with projects that it would need to be safeguarded. Frank stated the confidential information could be put into a specific folder on Gforge. 

Frank suggested talking with Ann Wiley who is the Confluence Wiki expert at CBIIT and arranging training for those who will be creating wiki pages for tracking projects.  Tracy suggested that Ann be asked to add a Wiki tab to Gforge Thesaurus Vocabulary Content for convenience.  

Link for the Confluence Wiki is https://wiki.nci.nih.gov/dashboard.action
On the main page under Spaces, the EVS project can be found under “Core”.  Click on Core and it will bring up the next page where there is an EVS link. 
Action Item:  Laura to talk with Larry about what projects need Wiki pages created so that training can be arranged.  The outcome will be discussed at the next meeting.

20. Use of WordNet for Thesaurus Definitions:

Laura began a discussion about the using WordNet definitions for common word definitions in Thesaurus.  Citation and licensing requirement were discussed.  Definitions appearing in Thesaurus that are taken from WordNet shall have the citation of WordNet and the year.  Full citation language from Princeton will be documented in the appendix of the NCI Thesaurus Documentation that is available to users.
21. Issue with Protégé 1.2.1 Release:

There was a general discussion of concerns regarding Protégé 1.2.1.  Connie noted slow processing times.  Liz remarked that property addition can cause things to hang up. Connie will be comparing times between TDE and Protégé to determine time differences for completing identical tasks. Terry stated she couldn’t save concepts and was getting an error message. Tracy suggested this may be due to “Read Only” being checked during installation. Currently editors do not have the ability to classify, overall classification is being done at night.

Per Frank and Laura all concerns need to go into Gforge.  Bob asks that all concerns be assigned to someone.  Tracy and John will assign the tasks.

Other Discussions not on the agenda:

1. Per Frank DTS and Metaphrase will continue to run in production until the release of caCore5 in December or January.

2. Frank would like feedback on the Bioportal Browser http://bioportal.nci.nih.gov/ncbo/faces/index.xhtml
Laura commented the Ontologies page should be renamed Terminologies because things listed such as NCI Metathesaurus, UMLS Semantic Network, MedDRA, etc. are not ontologies.  Frank agrees that these are represented as terminologies and should be titled such. 

3. Laura inquired about the issue with the Metathesaurus RRF files.  Frank reported the problem was with the FTP site and it has been fixed.

4. Action Item:  Frank requests the Sherri and Stephanie look at the LOINC Lab files.

5. Margaret mentioned there needs to be a language change related to SNOMED.  Frank asks that Margaret send the necessary language to Tracy and him.

6. Frank addressed the issue of changing already published concepts in Thesaurus.  If there is a typo or spelling error it is OK to make a modification.  If any substantive change to the concept definition is needed, or an original concept seems too general or specific than a current requested concept, a new concept must be created to accommodate the new request.  Basically - anything that changes the meaning of an existing concept requires creation of a new concept to represent the new meaning. Dealing with this situation correctly may require split, merge and/or retirement actions. All editors are required to be familiar with, and to follow, the relevant procedures in the Editor’s Guide and the Style Guide.  Laura suggests that editors talk in small groups about these content questions as they occur. 
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Frank Hartel (phone), Larry Wright, Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Stephanie Lipow (phone), Amy Jacobs (phone), Eddie Vanarsdall (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), Lyuba Remennik, Connie Coon 

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
22. General discussion regarding Protégé 1.2.1 testing: 

Feedback and concerns were discussed regarding Protégé 1.2.1 testing as it relates to Thesaurus editing. The following items were mentioned and have been put into Gforge:

a) Need a drop down menu for CDISC tag for ALT_Defs.   Concepts that currently have CDISC tags lose the tag if pulled up and edited.  Per Gilberto the code is there it was inadvertently disabled for the 1.2.1 release and will need to be re-enabled.

b) Need to be able to search by association, and do a combination search of association and another value.

c) Unable to move off of the Review Pane once it is opened. Liz will create an item in Gforge for this.  Liz recommends the review window to be modeless and allow for multiple instances. 

d) A clear button is needed to clear panes.

e) A semantic type prompt or a message that the semantic type is missing would be useful to editors since the semantic tab is not easily seen and protégé will save a concept with out an assigned semantic type.

f) Editors miss the drag and drop function in TDE when working on projects that come from the same code list.  However, Connie mentioned that after learning about the copy-and-paste function, the Create class operation went quicker for her.

g) Connie believes there is no need for the Chat function/ Discussion page for Thesaurus editors.

h) Connie needs to retest the time issue in the Virginia office.  

i) Laura states Thesaurus content needs a C-code currently no codes are being generated.  Gilberto mentioned the codes are being generated but we’ve run into a new bug, and concepts are created sometimes without a code.  A fix will be in 1.2.2.  There is a manual workaround in place.

j) Reports currently are run with all attributes or no attributes.  It would be nice to be able to choose different attributes needed such as definition or code.  

k) Laura states until the ALT-def tag for CDISC are available and the C codes are properly generated for new concepts, Thesaurus editing can not be done in Protégé.  Gilberto stated that the C prefix simply needs to be configured the default configuration with a B prefix for BiomedGT was left in place during set up of the server.

l) Version 1.2.2 coming out at the end of April but will not address bugs found during testing with NCIT.  These bugs will be addressed with a 1.2.3 version.  In the meantime, Laura would like editors to continue testing 1.2.1 and test 1.2.2 to continue to identify any issues or change.

m) There was a general discussion about report writer and customizing reports. We need to create reports based on whether they have a particular attribute/ value – e.g. CDISC subsets that are distributed all over rather than in a single tree.  Currently report is only tree based. Per Gilberto, this functionality doesn’t exit in TDE, the reports in question are the monthlies that are generated by scripts on the published files.  So this would be an enhancement request for protégé, not missing functionality.

23. BiomedGT:
Lyuba continues work on identifying FDA concepts that are useful to BiomedGT and others that can be deleted.  Those FDA and CDISC concepts that remain in BiomedGT will need to have their tags removed.  Lyuba recommends doing these steps concurrently rather than removing tags first.  Tags removal can be done through batch edit but concepts may have to be manually deleted unless an entire part of a tree is being deleted.

Tracy reports that the pre-merge and pre-retire bins in Thesaurus will need to be removed from the kind.  In BiomedGT there is only one pre-merge bin and one pre-retire bin.  Laura will add to project plan.

24. Communication from Frank:
It is the joint responsibility of all to get a Thesaurus editing to Protégé transition plan in place and properly executed.  

We need to let our partners know change is coming and get them introduced to the BioPortal browser.  Per Eddie, a User Guide and on-line help are available.

 (Note:  Reports to FDA in spreadsheet, etc., are mostly terminology content, and the DL representation changes won’t really affect most of the current end users.  They do affect API users, however, and having Bioportal rather than DTS Browser will affect them.)
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Frank Hartel (phone), Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright, Laura Roth (phone), Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone); Brian Carlsen (phone); Stephanie Lipow (Phone), Sharon Quan (Phone), Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Carol Creech (phone), Steve Hunter (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), David Yee (phone), Connie Coon, Eddie Van Arsdall (phone); Lyuba Remennik; Charles Griffin

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
25. Paper for Journal of Biomedical Informatics: 

NCI was invited to write a paper for the Journal of Biomedical Informatics about auditing terminologies.  It is an experiential paper describing our QA process for NCI Thesaurus.  Sherri and Frank ask that staff provide input about the QA processes they are involved with.  Those that contribute to the paper will be included as authors.  Deadline for the draft is June 1; deadline for submission is June 15.  

26. Update on CDISC Project:

Connie provided an overview and update on the CDISC project.   Package 2a has been in production for two –three months.  Package 3 is in development.  The CDISC Glossary Group has been introduced to the NCI Browser.  BRIDG modeling is using CDISC Glossary definitions.  Terry is working with the CDISC SEND team, dealing with mouse anatomy terminology.

Action Item:  Frank asks that Larry set-up a meeting this week between Diane Reeves, Frank, Larry and the EVS team members that work on CDISC to involve Diane in the project.
27. General Discussion :

a. Connie is learning workflow in Prompt. She will sit on a demo for Sherri and Bob to examine enhancements and bugs on May 1st, at which time they will run through a full cycle for Prompt. 

b. Lyuba is continuing work on FDA terminology list of concepts that can be deleted from BiomedGT.  She expects to complete the task this week.
28. Review of Migration Plan v1.2:

There was review of the migration plan to take Thesaurus editing production from TDE to Protégé.  Laura discussed items 1-48 and Gilbert discussed items 49-84.  

Major points of discussion were:

a. Protégé training for editors will take place this week.

b. Testing of NCIt editing Protégé needs to continue.

c. Bugs need to be put into Gforge.  Bob requested that a point person for reporting bugs be assigned.  Gilberto agreed to be the point person. Laura will update the plan to reflect this.

d. Protégé version 1.2.3 will be used to edit Thesaurus.  Documentation changes or updates should be sent to Eddie.

e. Liz and Connie need Reflection X. Once obtained, it will need to be tested to see if there are any remote user issues for Connie.  Liz and Nicole are back-up for each other.  Gilberto recommended that someone be assigned as back-up for Connie.

f. Rob suggested that testing the history tables in Protégé be added to the plan.  Gilberto will add it. 

g. Publication Cycle has not been done yet.  Rob is working on custom report files.

h. Tracy reported we have a program to convert files from OWL to LexGrid format.  It needs to be looked at in regards to Thesaurus.

i. As long as we have a requirement to publish DTS files there is no need to take the OWL files.  However, Alameda may want to start looking at processes for replacing the OWL files for when the time comes. 

After discussion and recommended changes, the Migration Plan was approved.  The plan will be posted on Gforge under EVS Collaborative Terminology Development Tools—NCIt Migration plan.  It will be update weekly. http://gforge.nci.nih.gov/docman/index.php?group_id=174&selected_doc_group_id=3356&language_id=1
29. Discussion about Prompt:
Per Gilberto, Prompt has not been touched in the current cycle.  We are not expecting any new bugs than what is in the current version.  Nicole remarked that Liz worked on 22 concepts and it showed up as 522 changes.  The classifier tried to make many of the changes which were rejected but they are still showing up.  Gilberto stated Prompt does many more things than necessary so it creates a lot of clutter.

 Action Item:  This issue to be addressed with Sherri and Bob at the May 1st meeting.

30. Discussion about Bioportal:
Laura reported that Bioportal does not show FDA and CDISC synonyms which renders the site unusable for these users.  She entered a bug in Gforge.  Steve stated QA has already started for a short release cycle so this bug was not included.  (Meeting with programmers set for May 2 to discuss these needs).
Larry reported difficulty navigating Bioportal well enough to be able to explain it to FDA and CDISC users.  Eddie reported there is a search tab and a browse tab on the Home Page, getting to a record and search screen is simple. Steve asked that something be written up about what outsiders need so it can be worked on.  He also requested as much feed back as possible. Alameda will look at it.  Stephanie asked to be notified when there is an update to the site because Alameda has their own version and needs to keep it current.
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Frank Hartel (phone), Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright, Laura Roth (phone), John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Stephanie Lipow (phone), Joanne Wong (phone), Wen-ling Shaiu (phone), David Yee (phone), Theresa Quinn (phone), Eddie Vanarsdall (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), Lyuba Remennik, Carol Creech (phone),Tania Tudorache (phone), Natasha Noy(phone)
Attachments: None

Agenda items:
1. Collaborative Protégé Demonstration (Tania and Natasha)

Tania described that the Collaboration Window is a feature that allows communication between editors.

Annotations


Annotations can be attached to a class (concept) and be seen by everyone because of a call out icon on that class.  When you view a comment the author, time and class are in the description window.  


The annotation view can be filtered by author or type.  Types include VoteProposal of either Agree, Disagree or FiveStar.  To reply, choose VoteProposal type and then vote in description. There is a text field as well if one wants to add an explanation.  

Discussion Threads


Threads are used the same as annotations but are not attached to a class.

Search


Search can be used to find Annotations and Discussion Threads (and Changes?) by type and/or author.

Chat


Chat can be used to communicate with other users that are logged on at the same time to the same port.


Internal (class or concept) and external links can be sent in chat.

Tracy and Larry both expressed concern over the usefulness of chat because it is visible to all users that are logged in.  Several people expressed concern about the usefulness of chat because it has no history.

Gilberto was compiling a short list of feature requests. Tania mentioned that editors in NCIt and BiomedGT could create Discussion Threads for comments about the Collaboration Pane.

2. Header Management or Equivalent in Protégé

Frank discussed that Header Changes were an important part of the TDE process for NCI Thesaurus.  How will this issue be handed in Protégé?

Sherri mentioned that the current Header Change process document may be able to be adapted for the process.  Laura said this issue is part of the NCIt transition plan, and Frank said it could begin to develop now.  Laura concurred. 

Lyuba felt strongly that the history of the header change review process should be accessible by users and editors.  Gilberto said one idea would be to have a GForge entry tied to the header change and that editors could see an annotation or discussion thread in the Collaboration Pane that could have a link to the GForge entry.  He added that Protégé property changes or additions do not require a server shutdown.

Lyuba also suggested that this procedure be formalized and a “form” be developed that editors fill out for header changes.  Laura agrees that the process should not be specific to the type of header change. Laura will convene a group to start defining the new process.

3. Content Management /Review for NCIt

Frank stated that part of this issue is making sure that all content added to NCIt is suitable for caBIG use and whether we want Thesaurus to be the source for all caBIG coding.  He gave the example of adding Legal and Contract terms for caBIG to use in software development. Frank wondered if one solution should be that NCIt is segmented into different namespaces.

Tracy supported the idea of segmentation for better performance when managing the content.

Larry asked about using BiomedGT instead.  Liz concurred.  Frank replied as to how we explain the rules of inclusion or exclusion to an external audience.  

Nicole asked how did we decide in the past about stand alone vocabularies ie Zebrafish.

Frank stated in the past we used sandboxes to model other vocabularies to make sure their structure would fit NCIt and not add clutter.  Gilberto added some of the requestors did not ask for or require inclusion in NCIt.

Frank mentioned that caBIG may no longer need NCIt as a coding source for valid value lists and this may extend to other objects in UML models in the future.  He then asked if we would want to be more discerning about the content added to NCIt.  Gilberto said yes and Larry asked if BiomedGT could be a clearinghouse for content not suitable for NCIt.  There was no further discussion of this use for BiomedGT.

Frank said we should look at the current documentation on content inclusion and come up with ideas about how we want to handle content requests in the future.

Sherri said there is a group (SEND) that is interested in a non-species specific anatomy terminology.  Lyuba stated it will be an important project because of its usefulness for translational research (clarification from Lyuba 5/8/2008).  Larry said that the FDA would be interested in it as well.

Lyuba recommended that the core content of NCIt should be related to clinical trial and patient safety terminology.  There was no additional discussion of this point.  
4.  Feedback from Protégé testing
Laura stated that there were no new unexpected bugs reported.

Frank said Nicole will be testing Classification using version 1.2.2.x and will assist Eddie in revising the current help documentation about this.  

Gilberto and Laura stated that Protégé 1.2.3 is slated to be the NCIt Production version.

Miscellaneous
Laura mentioned that Cynthia Minnery will be starting on Monday and will edit in TDE for a week or two before moving to Protégé.
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Margaret Haber, Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright (phone), Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone); Stephanie Lipow (Phone), Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), David Yee (phone), Connie Coon (phone) Will Garcia (phone)
Attachments: None

Agenda items:
31. Anatomy Terminology for CDISC / SEND: 

Terry gave an overview of a request for species independent anatomy terms from SEND.  A general discussion ensued.  Margaret pointed out that NCIt has human anatomy and distinct experimental anatomy and we do not want to create a new multi-species anatomy.  It was decided that SEND could use NCIt human anatomy codes and not specify organism. For terms that are not in the human anatomy and are animal specific, EO Anatomy terms will be used or created.  Sherri agrees with this approach.  

Regarding definitions, NCIt anatomy definitions will remain as is, if changes need to be made to accommodate SEND, the CDISC ALT_Def will be changed.  There was a discussion about how best to handle changing the ALT definitions; Larry suggested adding organism specific information to the existing CDISC definition.  Terry will take these ideas back to SEND.

32. Review of Proposed FDA Terminology to be Removed in BiomedGT:

Lyuba’s file of recommended FDA terminology to be considered for removal in BiomedGT was reviewed.  After discussion, it was determined that the information needs to be reviewed individually and in depth, as there are many different factors to consider.  The combination chemotherapy regimens which are not currently on the list should also be considered for removal.   It was recommended that comments be added to the spreadsheet indicating agreement or disagreement with the recommendation, and any other general consideration or concern.  Gilberto is going to start the review, adding comments, then distributing to others.  
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Margaret Haber, Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright (phone), Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone); Stephanie Lipow (Phone), Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), David Yee (phone), Connie Coon (phone) Will Garcia (phone)

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
33. Anatomy Terminology for CDISC / SEND: 

Terry gave an overview of a request for species independent anatomy terms from SEND.  A general discussion ensued.  Margaret pointed out that NCIt has human anatomy and distinct experimental anatomy and we do not want to create a new multi-species anatomy.  It was decided that SEND could use NCIt human anatomy codes for shared or analogous anatomy and specify organism separately (they do this already). For terms that are not in the human anatomy and are animal specific, EO Anatomy terms will be used or created.  Sherri agrees with this approach.  

Regarding definitions, NCIt anatomy definitions will remain as is, if changes need to be made to accommodate SEND, the CDISC ALT_Def will be changed.  There was a discussion about how best to handle changing the ALT definitions; Larry suggested might add information on analogies in other organisms to the existing CDISC definition.  Terry will take these ideas back to SEND.

34. Review of Proposed FDA Terminology to be Removed in BiomedGT:

Lyuba’s file of recommended FDA terminology to be considered for removal in BiomedGT was reviewed.  After discussion, it was determined that the information needs to be reviewed individually and in depth, as there are many different factors to consider.  The combination chemotherapy regimens which are not currently on the list should also be considered for removal.   It was recommended that comments be added to the spreadsheet indicating agreement or disagreement with the recommendation, and any other general consideration or concern.  Gilberto is going to start the review, adding comments, then distributing to others.  
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Frank Hartel (phone), Margaret Haber, Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright (phone), Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas (phone), John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone); Stephanie Lipow (Phone), Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), David Yee (phone), Connie Coon (phone) 

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
35. Ligand Binding: 

John B. gave an introduction and overview of the binning of ligand binding proteins under a proposed protein hierarchy.  It was noted the evidence codes from Gene Ontology will be used to guide the classification of proteins under the most appropriate parent class.  Action Item: John is asking for feedback on the structured definitions.  

A discussion took place about the stylistic differences between the gene definitions and other definitions in Thesaurus vs. BiomedGT, in the context of updating the NCIT based on the BiomedGT work.  Structured definitions begin with the Preferred Term and there is concern about them in the NCIT.  Gilberto mentioned that tooling will automatically create a structured definition and as things change (i.e. preferred term) it will automatically update the definition.  Tooling is not currently available so these things would need to be done manually at this time.  [Note: there was no decision on whether the NCIT definitions would be updated from BiomedGT just that any relevant content (if not format) would be applied to NCIt as appropriate.]

36. Gene Product Hierarchy:

Liz discussed proposed headers and their definitions for a gene product hierarchy.  Sherri will circulate Liz’s copy of the older document with the guidelines for gene product definitions in NCIt. 

Action Item:  Laura asks that people review the proposed headers and definitions and discuss any comments or concerns with Liz, prior to the next EVS meeting.  If there are no major disagreements, the hierarchy can then be approved for implementation in BiomedGT, at the next meeting.

37. BiomedGT:

General discussion about beginning to clean up terms not needed it BiomedGT.  There are approximately 6500 terms with CDISC or FDA tags. (About 6000 of them with FDA full syns.)  The tags and full syns will be removed in BiomedGT. 
Action Item: Gilberto has reviewed Lyuba’s file of proposed deletions.  He will distribute to others for additional comments. 

38. NDF-RT on DTS:

There was a discussion about the version of NDF-RT on the DTS browser noting that it is an old version.  There are new versions available but they have not been updated.  Margaret and Laura recalled issues with the VA that prevented updating in Fall 2007.  Gilberto mentioned many of the unicodes were incompatible with TDE and Rob had to manually load the data. Laura recommends publishing a new version if there are no longer any issues.  Margaret agrees with this recommendation.  Frank wants the same version available on both DTS and LexBIG.  
Action Item:  Tracy will determine what versions are currently published and then load the most recent to both DTS and LexBIG.  She will enlist Alameda’s help if needed.

Stephanie noted the NDF-RT March 11, 2008 version is currently being put into the UMLS therefore it will be updated in NCI Meta this fall when we put in the nextUMLS insertion. [I believe she said that the fall UMLS release will contain the new NDF-RT, however, it takes us some months after that to get it inserted into NCI Meta and into production.]

39. Consideration of PATO for BiomedGT:

Sherri talked about PATO as a candidate for testing federation and community outreach. (PATO is the OBO Attributes ontology, built using the BFO top level terms.)  Gilberto thinks it is a good idea as we would probably incorporate their data into our environment one way or another.  Other collaboration opportunities may come with Rebecca Crowley of the University of Pittsburg.  A meeting is scheduled with her at the end of this month. 

40. Migration Plan:

Laura gave an update on the migration plan noting that we are on target with the plan; version 1.2.3 is expected to come out around June 20th; we will do a week of testing, then dual editing in TDE and Protégé will begin in July.  The updated plan is on Gforge.
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Frank Hartel (phone), Margaret Haber (phone), Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright (phone), Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas, John Park, Rob Wynne (phone), Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone); Stephanie Lipow (Phone), Amy Jacobs (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), David Yee (phone), Eddie Van Arsdall (phone) Nicholas Sioutos, Charles Griffin (phone)

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
41. Difference between NCI Thesaurus XML published and NCI Thesaurus supplied to NLM: 

Stephanie Discussed NLM’s concerns of having different files published and supplied. Of those discussing the issue at NCI, it was decided there was a preference for the inferred version and not using retired concepts.  Gilberto described the history of how things came to be published in DTS.  It was decided by the group to publish the same inferred version without retired concepts to the FTP site, in addition to the existing xml version, which is still needed to support the DTS.  To accomplish this, a process needs to be added and the Meme file classified before it goes to the FTP site. 

Action Item:  Tracy will add the process and get the file on the FTP site for the next publication cycle. 

Action Item: Frank asks that we communicate with NLM are plans and encourage further communication about these matters in the future.  Sherri will communicate with NLM.

42. Updating CUIs in NCI Thesaurus

Laura discussed the two approaches to updating the CUIs in NCIt: 1. batch load into Protégé, 2. Write a script.  It was decided by the group to go with the batch load process.  Concerns about the size of the batch load were discussed.  There was only one issue with batch loads of this size, they need to be done standalone and with the explanation server shut down because of synchronization issues.  This is a side effect of the new runtime classifier.  Laura prefers that things get shut down before large batch loads so this issue has minimal impact.  Bob agreed that is a good idea. It was also decided that smaller batch loads (250-500 concepts) will be tested during the second week of dual editing testing of Protégé 1.2.3 to identify any issues of small batch loads being done during editing.

43. Features of Protégé 1.2.3

Gilberto demonstrated the changes in the Explanation Tab and the Advanced Query Plug-in.  He will distribute a set of screen shots to the group as examples.  He also demonstrated and discussed the export function.  Liz commented this is the function that was used to find CDISC and FDA tags.  Stephanie is interested in testing this function as a tool to extract and convert OWL data into a file format that makes it easier to put into a relational format for insertion into MEME 

44. Transition and migration from TDE to Protégé: 

The QA processes were delayed due to power outages and no air conditioning in the building.  The schedule has been delayed by about 3 days.  UAT testing should be this week which but is not taking place because of the schedule delay.  Charles expects QA to be finished this Friday. Nicole can start testing tomorrow.  Laura does not want to compromise the four weeks of dual editing testing to get back on schedule; Frank agrees.  It was decided to adjust the schedule by one week.  Laura will update the plan.

45. Data Familiarization Task:

Gilberto asked that someone take over the data familiarization tasks regarding vocabulary data in OWL.  The first task is to have someone get familiar with the NCIt/ BiomedGT OWL content and structure, then train someone to take over the periodic tasks that require this familiarity with the data. Stephanie volunteered Alameda to take this over.  Action Item:  Gilberto and Alameda will schedule a separate meeting to discuss this. 

46. Follow-up items:

John B. did not receive any feedback or concerns about the ligand binding proteins hierarchy that he proposed at the last meeting, therefore it is now approved.

The deadline has past for the experiential paper that Sherri has been working on. Action item:  Frank will ask for a month extension.  If the extension is granted we will continue to work and complete this paper for submission.

Frank would like to get more information about the terminology browser that was being created for NCIt under OCE and its possible uses for EVS. Margaret and Larry to discuss with Frank, Gilberto and Sherri.
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Attendees: 
Sherri De Coronado (phone), Frank Hartel (phone), Margaret Haber (phone), Gilberto Fragoso (phone), Larry Wright (phone), Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman (phone), John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone); Stephanie Lipow (phone), Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Sharon Quan (phone); Carol Creech (phone);

Attachments: None

Agenda items:
47. Transition status NCI Thesaurus to Protégé: 

Gilberto is monitoring bugs entered in Gforge.

Protégé is slow; it may not be only volume but complexity of editing.  Liz recommends running Prompt more often. Prompt will shut down editing for a couple of hours.  It is an interactive tool so someone needs to accept/ reject changes.  Laura wants Prompt monitored initially.  We may be able to do it during the night at some point but for now we will classify daily at noon.

Dual editing continues.  We will pull the baselines this Friday and will need to examine the files.  Tracy and Rob will discuss with Gilberto how the comparison of files needs to be done.  Per Laura we will publish from TDE this time because of the codes differences.  We will repopulate Protégé with TDE going forward.

Note: NCI Thesaurus and BiomedGT are independent.  When one is down for classification or PROMPT, the other can continue as normal.

August 15th dual editing will end. 

48. Ndfrt Code:

Discussion of the VA using the TDE code (C code) for NDFRT.  It was decided that the NUI would be used as the identifier. (NUIs have 1-1 relationship with TDE code.)  Action Item: A nui property needs to be created.  The name will be decided off-line.  

Upcoming consideration: Do we want NDFRT to go into Meta as a stand alone or use the UMLS version?

Discussion about production/ publishing as it relates to TDE and DTS with pending expiration of TDE license. (TDE and DTS licenses expire end of year, EVS API 5.0 supposed to be released also about end of CY.  Frank needs to know early if we need to extend the license and one seat for TDE.  Or whether we need to transition to DTS 3.4 open source – would require some extension code rework.)  Steph recommends trying to transferring RFT to DTS.  Frank wants a migration plan for publishing.  Action Item:  Tracy to meet with Charles to work out a migration plan.  Tracy will be main contact with Rob contributing and Gilberto adding input. 

49. Review of Release Notes: 

Gilberto discussed some of the release notes.  

John P. has tested a batch load of 500.  A load of 250 was acceptable in the client server mode and took about 10 minutes.  Laura wants a limit of 200 for now.

Configurability has been fixed.

Regarding export function, it was noted by Liz that editors with Excel 2007 can not open the file without importing it first.

Laura does not want anyone using the run time classifier until given the go ahead.

Wen-Ling discussed the need for an account for “Special_Reviewer” so drug definitions coming from CIAT can be tagged as such.  Also need to test batch loading with the user Special_Reviewer.  Tracy and Gilberto are looking into this.

Release notes should go to Eddie.

50. Remoteapps server:

Gilberto discussed and demonstrated the use of remote access for Protégé via Citrix.  The Systems Group has recommended that we have our own Citrix server.  This is being worked on and should be finished in a couple of weeks.  The link and instructions will be sent out at that time.
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Sherri De Coronado (phone), Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright (phone), Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, John Bradsher, Liz Hahn-Dantona, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone);  Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), Erin Muhlbrandt (phone)
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Agenda items:
51. Review of Roles in Protégé: 

Gilberto discussed the quantifiers “some” and “all” in DL and provided examples of how the quantifiers are used.  “Some” is used to mean the property must exist with that value, and “all” (same as “only”) is used to mean the property may or may or may not exist but if it does exist, it can only contain that value.  

The issue is mostly in the disease space as the quantifier “all” is asserted frequently but with an incorrect usage.  It was determined that most, if not all, of the “all”/ “only” roles in the disease space should actually be “some”.    

The other issues that need to be addressed are the roles of “disease_may_have” and disease_excludes”.  One of the simplest solutions would be to change them to associations in TDE and object annotations in Protégé.  At some point we will need to do a change control request for the data that has already been published.  The modeling in this area needs to be reviewed to determine the best course of action to take.  In the meantime, anything new created in TDE will be modeled using association, and object annotation will be used in Protégé. 

52. Gforge items reviewed:

Four Gforge items were reviewed.  The first was an old item placed in Gforge by Steve regarding a progress bar in Protégé.  Laura asked if this was something editors wanted. The editors do not feel it is necessary at this time.

Item # 8604 requesting arrows to move through hierarchies-- was discussed.  Editors do not want the arrows, so Gilberto made a note and the item was closed.

Item # 8967 regarding advanced query was also discussed and determined it could be closed.

Item # 10881 was brought to the attention of the group by Liz.  When a confirmation box is present for one editor, it will prevent all other editors from saving until the editor with the confirmation box, acknowledges by clicking OK and closing it.  It appears that it is causing things to be stuck in transaction. Action Item:  Bob will look into this. 
53. Output file comparing Thesaurus in TDE and Protege: 

Laura reported the file comparing data from Thesaurus in TDE and Protégé is being reviewed and shows some things are being done in one or the other but not both.  She reiterated that editing must be done in both environments. 

54. Other:

Laura asked that discussion of classification output results be put on the agenda for the next EVS meeting. 
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Agenda items:
55. Review of Roles in Protégé: 

Gilberto discussed the quantifiers “some” and “all” in DL and provided examples of how the quantifiers are used.  “Some” is used to mean the property must exist with that value or a subtype, and “all” (same as “only”) is used to mean the property may or may not exist but if it does exist, it can only contain that value or a subtype.  

The issue is mostly in the disease space as the quantifier “all” is asserted frequently but sometimes with an incorrect usage.  It was determined that a significant number of the “all”/ “only” roles in the disease space should actually be “some”.  Many others will require complementary “some” or cardinality of one assertions to meet logical closure requirements in the Protégé environment.  It was suggested that the latter might largely be provided through high-level, inherited assertions; this will have to be tested.

The other issues that need to be addressed are the roles of “disease_may_have” and disease_excludes”.  One approach would be to change them to associations in TDE and object annotations in Protégé.  Natasha Noy had suggested using property hierarchies and negation as approaches to better expressing these roles.  At some point we will need to do a change control request for the data that has already been published.  The modeling in this area needs to be reviewed to determine the best course of action to take.  In the meantime, anything new created in TDE will be modeled using association, and object annotation will be used in Protégé [this may have been said in parts I couldn’t hear clearly, but it wouldn’t work]. 

56. Gforge items reviewed:

Four Gforge items were reviewed.  The first was an old item placed in Gforge by Steve regarding a progress bar in Protégé.  Laura asked if this was something editors wanted. The editors do not feel it is necessary at this time.

Item # 8604 requesting arrows to move through hierarchies-- was discussed.  Editors do not want the arrows, so Gilberto made a note and the item was closed.

Item # 8967 regarding advanced query was also discussed and determined it could be closed.

Item # 10881 was brought to the attention of the group by Liz.  When a confirmation box is present for one editor, it will prevent all other editors from saving until the editor with the confirmation box, acknowledges by clicking OK and closing it.  It appears that it is causing things to be stuck in transaction. Action Item:  Bob will look into this. 
57. Output file comparing Thesaurus in TDE and Protege: 

Laura reported the file comparing data from Thesaurus in TDE and Protégé is being reviewed and shows some things are being done in one or the other but not both.  She reiterated that editing must be done in both environments. 

58. Other:

Laura asked that discussion of classification output results be put on the agenda for the next EVS meeting. 
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Attendees: 
Frank Hartel (phone), Sherri De Coronado (phone), Margaret Haber (phone),Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright (phone), Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicole Thomas, John Park (phone), Rob Wynne (phone), Tracy Safran (phone), Terry Quinn (phone);  Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), Erin Muhlbrandt, Nicholas Sioutos (phone), Connie Coon (phone), Carol Creech (phone), David Yee (phone), Brian Carlsen (phone), Sharon Quan (phone), Cynthia Minnery (phone).

Attachments: 

Agenda items:

1. Results of QA for Lexbig:
Brian discussed the documentation created for LexBIG Data QA System.  He would like permission to add a folder to Gforge site to add all code and files.  It was suggested that the code and files be stored in the EVS OPS section on Gforge.  Action Item: Tracy/Rob will send Brian the site. Brian reviewed reports comparing data from OBO file and LexBig; API was also compared and OBO to Owl.  We want to understand if the loader is doing what is expected. Gilberto recommends Brian present this information to the Mayo group. Action Item: Brian will present this at the teleconference next week. 
2. Protégé 1.2.3 patch release notes:

Laura reported we are at day two of Protégé editing so far it is going well. Editors are reminded to be sure to use the correct version of Protégé.  The current version is1.2.3.25.
Giberto reviewed and discussed New Features and Updates in the release notes.  Concurrency management in Run Time Classification was explained /clarified.  This was being addressed in the patch 1.2.3.25.  If someone starts a classification it should no longer make others idle.  Laura said the classifier will be run at noon on Tuesday and Thursdays.  Editors should not edit at that time, as it will slow them down. Nicole and Liz are responsible for the Prompt and classification file; for now Connie will not be replaced.  Citrix server has been set up and already deployed to reduce connectivity issues affecting remote users.  One thing that has come up is that the use of the Citrix server may be slowing the classification process down; this needs to be further explored. Performance enhancement has been done in Prompt and it is effective.
3.   Re-organization of the organism domain
Outside sources CDISC and SEND need an updated organism hierarchy within NCIt.  Erin created a proposed hierarchy that has been sent out for feedback from the group and a consensus has been reached. There was some question between distinction of strain and breed.  It was decided that strains and breeds should be given the same treatment for consistency, either both under the organism taxonomy, or both under an alternative classification scheme, using roles to relate back to the appropriate secondary classification scheme.  There was a discussion about using common name vs. Latin names.  The group decided the Latin name will be the preferred name, common name will be a synonyms.  We are taking PT suggestions for “Other organism groupings”.  Liz suggests Organism Descriptor Groupings.  Action Item: Erin will tweak the current documents and send out a final for approval.
4.   Update on drug hierarchy work:

This agenda item was tabled.
5.   Use of multiple PTs from one source (ICH) when the atoms have a unique PTs and codes:  
Terry asked if there was an issue with having multiple codes and PTs in one concept in Thesaurus.  Per Gilberto, it only affects PTs from NCIt not outside sources. It is OK from a technical perspective to have multiple outside PTs in the same concept. The group agreed that if the atoms are synonyms, it is OK to add more than one code and PT from the outside source.

6.   What causes more computational overhead using a subset association or a property tags?  
Per Gilberto, this subject is tied to making reports for NCIt and needs to go into the report writer requirements.  Action Item: Rob will discuss this with Juanita. Laura suggested the topic be discussed further in a sub-group.
7.   How are we going to express superscript, subscript for chemical structure expression, gene alleles, dimensions and the Greek letters for Units of Measure?
It was decided by the group that the topic will be further addressed in a sub-group meeting.  
8.   Consider adding the property of physical dimension to augment Units of measure:  

Terry and Margaret explained the ISO seven units of measurements groupings and the need for a dimensions hierarchy, restriction or association.  There was a discussion about adding property tag of dimension. Action Item: Terry will create a header request for the next meeting to be voted on. 
9.   Mapping baselines using compareflat.exe; is there any plan to substitute with Protégé?

Per Gilberto this needs to be added to the list of requested items for protégé.  Action Items: Terry/Wen-Ling will send Gilberto more info and requirements.  Sherri suggested protégé plug-in tools may be helpful for this task.

10. CaDSR reconciliation with EVS:  
Frank informed the group that caDSR need to know which concepts we retire from EVS.  Tracy said we are giving caDSR a monthly report by way of the FTP site.  caDSR is unaware, or unable to access these reports at this time. Action Item: Gilberto will meet with Juanita and Tommie this week to discuss the matter.  Frank would like Diane Reeves to be involved.  Per Frank, caDSR needs to know what is retired and what it was replaced with. Frank recommends this become part of the NCI specific browser requirements, so people can access information about retired concepts.  Action Item: Frank will discuss this will Juanita.   Second Action Item:  Brian is preparing a list of concepts removed or merged in NCI Meta for Tommie, using her spreadsheet of concepts used in caDSR.

11. BiomedGT  update:  

Gilberto reported that Harold has moved from Apelon to Mayo so there will be a period of time when we will not be able to collaborate with Harold. The following items we will continue to be work on during Harold’s absence:  

a. Bin top level  
b. Review of external ontologies

c. Review/ close the loop on concept types that have been analyzed by Alameda
d.  Clean-up of kinds and properties; and deletion of concepts (NCI- FDA/ CDISC), and retired concepts 
e. Implementation of Protégé 1.3 
Action Item: Start meeting in small groups to discuss property removal.
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Attendees: 
Frank Hartel (phone), Sherri De Coronado, Margaret Haber, Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright (phone), Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman, Liz Hahn-Dantona, Nicholas Sioutos (phone), Nicole Thomas, John Park, Rob Wynne, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone);  Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone), Bob Dionne, Erin Muhlbrandt, Carol Creech (phone), Brian Carlsen (phone), Sharon Quan (phone), Cynthia Minnery (phone).

Attachments: 

Agenda items:

1. Final proposal for the organism re-organization domain: 

Erin discussed the agreed upon final hierarchy for organisms.  Bacteria and mammalia trees were discussed in detail.  Nicole will have about 40 organisms that need to go into Thesaurus for The National Marrow Donor Center that will not overlap with this work, further hierarchy changes may be needed. Erin will wait until Nicole has added the new organisms before finishing the lower level hierarchy. New suggestions for renaming “Other Organism” were discussed it was decided that Organism By non Linnaean Grouping will be the header term for now.  

2. Schedule for updating Meta:
Meta is currently being loaded into LexBig and Metaphrase – LexBig uses the RRF files and the process takes 2 to 3 days.  The group felt the load time for LexBig is too long.  Action Item:  Alameda and Tracy will look into why the load time is taking this long.  The question was raised about how often we want to update Meta.  Typically we try to update monthly but currently on a 45-60 day schedule. The group decided that publishing every two months was sufficient for now.  Frank would like to consider going to a 60-90 day schedule if the time issue cannot be resolved with loading LexBig.  The topic will be readdressed after Tracy and Alameda discuss.  Per Laura, we will wait until November for the next update.

3.  Running reports in Protégé that were run in TDE:  

Action Item:  All who have requests for Protégé features specific to running reports need to put them in GForge under EVS Operation—New Projects,  and/or email Tracy and Gilberto.  

4. Batchloads:  

Per Laura—Editors may do batchloads of 200 or less concepts on their own, if the batchload is more than 200 concepts, it need to be sent to Liz or Nicole to be done on Fridays during prompt.   The last Friday of the month updates are done so we will not do batchloads at that time; unless there is a time issue-- then batchloads will be considered on a case by case basis.  Action Item:  Lori to check with Eddie about updating documentation to include this?

5. BiomedGT:

Gilberto suggests we shut down BiomedGT for a day or day and a half, in the near future to do clean-up of-- kinds and properties;  deletion of concepts (NCI- FDA/ CDISC), and retired concepts.  Laura suggests Gilberto check with Liz, John and Nicole regarding scheduling. Action Item: Gilberto get together with Liz, John and Nicole to discuss.

6. Other:

Liz mentioned that people have been continuing to edit while running classification and it is really slowing things down.  Laura does not want editors doing anything in Protégé Thesaurus during classification – this is done on Tuesday and Thursdays at noon.  Wait to resume editing until receive the go ahead from Liz via email.

7. Drug Hierarchy update was deferred.

October 21, 2008 (version 1) 

EVS Meeting

October 21, 2008 (Version 1)

Attendees: 
Frank Hartel (phone), Sherri De Coronado (phone), Margaret Haber,Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright (phone), Laura Roth (phone), Lori Whiteman,  Nicholas Sioutos (phone), Nicole Thomas, John Park, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone),  Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone),  Erin Muhlbrandt, Carol Creech (phone), Brian Carlsen (phone), Sharon Quan (phone), Stephanie Lipow  (phone), Cynthia Minnery (phone).

Attachments: None
Agenda items:

8. Update on the Drug Space: 
Cynthia provided an overview of the changes to the drug hierarchy.  The hierarchy was updated for FDA agents and others that do not easily fall into existing categories.  Top level headers will be added for these agents and categorized under the different body system which they affect.  The EVS Drug Team approved the proposed hierarchy in a separate meeting a few weeks ago. 

Thousands of UNICodes have been coming in from FDA and are being updated in the drug space.
Frank would like to see EVS do a better job of communicating to caBIG and others the extensive job we do for FDA and the drug content that we have in Thesaurus.  There was a general discussion of how to disseminate this information via presentations, documentation, and web pages.  Action Item: Margaret and Larry will look at what information is available and discuss how to best to get this information out to others.
9.  Should Synonym Properties be required in the OWL output Scrubber:

Gilberto and Tracy discussed the synonym property used in DTS.  In LexBig retrieving data has no problem with qualified properties so the synonym property is not required but we are still publishing in DTS so we need to produce the property for it.  Gilberto asked if the group is OK with doing away with the synonym property when the time comes that we are no longer supporting DTS.  The group agreed it was OK to discontinue the SYN property at that time.  Action Item: Tracy will talk with Charles about developing a timeline/plan for discontinuing in EVS 5 API.

10. CDISC source code request:  

Terry discussed the need for adding a CDISC source code for outside users to use for searching purposes. Each CDISC PT will have a source code which will allow for more than one CDISC PT in a concept. Gilberto doesn't see a problem with this as long as CDISC is not using their own source codes, Margaret indicated that this is the case and others agreed with the course of action.

11. Meta Data Issues:

Per Tracy, a user tried to download Meta from download page but got an error when unzipping it. Tracy was able to reproduce the error.  Brian thinks the size of the file exceeded the limit of 2 GB.  Brian was able to get it unzipped.   It was noted that Snomed Spanish will no longer be published which will greatly decrease the size of the files in the future and this should no longer be a problem. 
Brian and Laura reported there is an STY issue with UMLS that is affecting NCI Meta. The 2008_03 version is fine.  We are currently editing 2008_08.  The decision was made to roll-back 2008_06 if possible, until we finish QA.  Brian expects a much smaller problem in NCI Meta than NLM is experiencing.  Action item:  Brian will create lists for Laura to review.  Lori is checking QA bins and will review STY-cooc.         
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Attendees: 
Frank Hartel (phone), Sherri De Coronado (phone), Margaret Haber,Gilberto Fragoso, Larry Wright (phone), Laura Roth (phone), Lori Whiteman,  Nicholas Sioutos (phone), Nicole Thomas, John Park, Tracy Safran, Terry Quinn (phone),  Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone),  Erin Muhlbrandt, Carol Creech (phone), Brian Carlsen (phone), Sharon Quan (phone), Stephanie Lipow  (phone), Cynthia Minnery (phone).

Attachments: None
Agenda items:

12. Update on the Drug Space: 
Cynthia provided an overview of the changes to the drug hierarchy.  The hierarchy was updated for FDA agents and others that do not easily fall into existing categories.  Top level headers will be added for these agents and categorized under the different body system which they affect.  The EVS Drug Team approved the proposed hierarchy in a separate meeting a few weeks ago. 

Thousands of UNICodes have been coming in from FDA and are being updated in the drug space.
Frank would like to see EVS do a better job of communicating to caBIG and others the extensive job we do for FDA and the drug content that we have in Thesaurus.  There was a general discussion of how to disseminate this information via presentations, documentation, and web pages.  Action Item: Margaret and Larry will look at what information is available and discuss how to best to get this information out to others.
13.  Should Synonym Properties be required in the OWL output Scrubber:

Gilberto and Tracy discussed the synonym property used in DTS.  In LexBig retrieving data has no problem with qualified properties so the synonym property is not required but we are still publishing in DTS so we need to produce the property for it.  Gilberto asked if the group is OK with doing away with the synonym property when the time comes that we are no longer supporting DTS.  The group agreed it was OK to discontinue the SYN property at that time, so long as we provide methods to output such non-duplicate term listings directly off the FULL_SYN data. We could display only FULL_SYN data in NCIt browsers if better presented, as in the browser draft design [c.f. http://dev1.cancer.gov/namkim/evs/design9A.html].  Action Item: Tracy will talk with Charles about developing a timeline/plan for discontinuing in EVS 5 API.

14. CDISC source code request:  

Terry discussed the need for adding a CDISC source code for outside users to use for searching purposes. Each CDISC PT will have a source code which will allow for more than one CDISC PT in a concept. Gilberto doesn't see a problem with this as long as CDISC is not using their own source codes, Margaret indicated that this is the case and others agreed with the course of action.

15. Meta Data Issues:

Per Tracy, a user tried to download Meta from download page but got an error when unzipping it. Tracy was able to reproduce the error.  Brian thinks the size of the file exceeded the limit of 2 GB.  Brian was able to get it unzipped.   It was noted that Snomed Spanish will no longer be published which will greatly decrease the size of the files in the future and this should no longer be a problem. 
Brian and Laura reported there is an STY issue with UMLS that is affecting NCI Meta. The 2008_03 version is fine.  We are currently editing 2008_08.  The decision was made to roll-back 2008_06 if possible, until we finish QA.  Brian expects a much smaller problem in NCI Meta than NLM is experiencing.  Action item:  Brian will create lists for Laura to review.  Lori is checking QA bins and will review STY-cooc.         
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Attendees: 
Frank Hartel (phone), Sherri De Coronado (phone), Margaret Haber (phone),Gilberto Fragoso (phone), Larry Wright (phone), Laura Roth, Lori Whiteman,  Nicholas Sioutos (phone), Nicole Thomas, John Park, Tracy Safran,   Wen-Ling Shaiu (phone),  Erin Muhlbrandt (phone), Carol Creech (phone), Brian Carlsen (phone), Sharon Quan (phone), Stephanie Lipow  (phone), Cynthia Minnery (phone), Amy Jacobs (phone), Bob Dionne (phone), Will Garcia (phone)

Attachments: None

Agenda items:

16. CTRM Related Concepts: 

Sherri and Wen-Ling discussed the review of CTRM related concepts.  There are 1314 concepts that have no NCI PT.  Seven concepts appear in the anatomy kind and have been reviewed by Nick.  Nick made recommendations of retiring four, merging one, and keeping the other two. Action Item: Nicole is going to take care of this in the database. The group agreed CTRM PTs will be switched to NCIt PTs in both Thesaurus and BiomedGT.  This will be done via a batch load.  Per Laura, if it is a large file it needs to go to Liz and Nicole.  Action Item:  Sherri is going to verify with Ulli Wagner whether the DN fullsyns are being used, or whether only the Display Name property is being used.  If the latter, the DN fullsyns can be converted to NCIt Synonyms.
17.  Discussion of Genomic Feature Physical Location:

John B. discussed the Genomic Feature Physical Location is a current child of microanatomical structure and this “bucket” contains several thousand physical location so for genes.  The question of whether we want to maintain these or eliminate them was posed to the group.  Gilberto mentioned that physical locations will not exist but represented by a string in the future.  They will be datatype properties (not annotation properties.)  The original concepts will be retired.  Per Laura we will do BiomedGT first then Thesaurus.

18. Loading NCIt in the wiki:  

Sherri discussed loading Thesaurus in the wiki noting that it would not be maintenance free.  Liz mentioned that we have not been regularly updated BiomedGT which is already on the Wiki and suggests that we update it regularly on the Wiki before putting Thesaurus up.  Margaret would like to discuss this matter further in the management group before making a decision to put Thesaurus up, as there are client’s needs to be considered.   (Another potential option would be to collect up suggestions from changes in the NCBO bioportal – Stanford could feed us a file.  This will also be discussed in the management group.)

19. Subwiki:

Sherri discussed the idea of creating sub-wikis for sources like CTCAE, RadLex and  Nano.  Group had concerns that you are unable to search across subwiki’s, which could be an issue for BiomedGT users.  It was decided it would be best to make a determination on a case by case basis.   

20. Update on ontology survey for BiomedGT:

A meeting is scheduled for Monday November 24, 2008.  Editors and Laura will discuss this subject with Gilberto at that time.

21. Adding properties to drugs and chemicals for Chemical Entities of Biological Interest (ChEBI) and PubChem identifiers: 

There was a discussion of adding properties to drug and chemical for ChEBI and PubChem identifiers.  Liz notes the Nano people are interested in this.  Per Sherri this seems like a reasonable request.  Margaret agrees and mentions it would probably need to be done through NCIt first and then moved over to BiomedGT.  Gilberto states we will be examining properties in BiomedGT soon, and that it will also need to be done in BiomedGT.   The question is, how much work will this involve.  We expect ChEBI might be easier and smaller than PubChem.  Action Item:  Liz and Rob will work together to see what the initial work may involve by creating a matching list.  

22. Other:

Frank informed the group that the 2009 budget for development will be reduced.  As a result, point of contacts will change.   Of note, Johnita will no longer be on the project after Christmas.  The report writer work that is being done will need to be shared.  Kim has begun working on this, Will Garcia will also be working on this.  Charles should remain on the project until May.

There was a general discussion about the retirement of Metaphrase Browser.  Margaret questioned the language in the deprecation announcement.  Frank and others agree that it can be improved.

Action Item:  Tracy to re-examine and make changes to the deprecation announcement.

December 2008 – No meeting held.
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