General Guidelines for NCI Thesaurus Definitions Syntax
The following general guidelines apply to all definitions in NCI Thesaurus. However, there are often Kind-specific guidelines that use slightly different conventions in order to best represent that particular subject matter. 

Please use Kind-specific guidelines, if available. Otherwise, refer to the guide below when writing definitions.

1. There is only one DEFINITION property for each concept. This will contain the NCI definition for the concept. The contents of DEFINITION will just be the text of the definition. There is no need to designate source. The source is always NCI. Other attributes, e.g., attributions, will be stored as qualifiers. These will be rendered into a delimited string when the definition is published to DTS.

NOTE: the overall length of the DEFINITION field is limited to 1024 characters in order to keep this property searchable.

2. ALT_DEFINITION: If we decide to add definitions received from other sources they will be stored in the property, ALT_DEFINITION. For these definitions it is important to specify the source using the appropriate qualifier, e.g., CDISC, FDA, etc. We will then put that same definition into the NCI Definition, or, if we have a different NCI definition, we will use that. This way, the report writing scripts and subset retrieval mechanisms will be able to retrieve the definitions from a given subsource.
3. The same above applies to LONG_DEFINITION:  the LONG_DEFINITION will hold the official NCI source definition in “long” form when necessary so there is no need to designate the source; long definitions from other sources, ALT_LONG_DEFINITION, will contain the source as a qualifier.

4. Definition text should include only what is necessary to define the concept. In particular editors’ notes and explanatory comments do not belong in this field. They should be placed in the editor’s note property or the design note property as appropriate. The exception is for specific Kinds in which additional non-definitional information needs to be included. Please follow Kind-specific guidelines, if available. 

5. The definition should begin with a sentence fragment where possible. For example, “A functional unit of heredity which…” However, specific Kinds may have different conventions for definition structure. Please follow Kind-specific guidelines, if available.
6. The definition should not include the name of the concept. This reduces the amount of maintenance needed when preferred names change. There are exceptions to this. Please follow Kind-specific guidelines, if available.
7. Sources – Wikipedia should only be used as a starting point for definition research, but not as the final authoritative source. It should not be referenced in a definition.
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