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Introduction

NCI Thesaurus (NCIt) is an extensive reference terminology with some complex features.  Each specific meaning, such as melanoma, lung, or chemotherapy, is represented by a distinct concept with a unique, permanent code.  Each concept provides additional information, such as a preferred name, other terms and codes, definitions, and relationships with other concepts.  Concepts are organized within major categories (kinds), such as anatomy and gene, and arranged in logical parent-child hierarchies from very broad top concepts down to the most specific subcategories.  
This help file provides a basic starting point, to help use the NCIt browser effectively.  It also provides pointers on how to learn more, or get in touch for additional help or to offer suggestions.
Contact Us

The email contact point for questions or suggestions on NCIt content, browsers, distribution files, or other issues is:


NCIThesaurus@mail.nih.gov
You can also use the online form available on this browser.  For questions related to NCI’s Cancer.gov Web site, see the Cancer.gov help page.  For help and other questions concerning NCI Enterprise Vocabulary Services (EVS), see the EVS Web site.
Search Help

In the Search box, enter all or part of what you are looking for and click the “Search” button.  Some details:

· You can search for a concept’s preferred name, synonyms, acronyms, or codes.

· “Exact Match” is the default: Only terms or codes that are identical will match.

· "Starts with" can be selected to find all terms or codes that start with the words or characters you enter.
· "Contains" will search for what you enter anywhere within a term or code (e.g., “carcinoma” will match adenocarcinoma).
· Search is not case sensitive (e.g., “aids” will match aids, Aids, and AIDS).
· There are no wildcard characters.  All characters are matched literally (e.g., using “Starts with”, “NAT2*” will match NAT2*5 Allele but not NAT2 Gene).
Search of other concept data, approximate matching, and other features will be added to future releases of this browser.  Some of these features are currently available in the NCI BioPortal Browser.

Search results are displayed by concept preferred name in alphabetical order.  Some details:

· All matching concepts are returned.

· If there are too many to show on one page, you can page through the results with a default of 50 per page (user settable).

· The match will often be to synonyms or codes only visible on the concept details page.  A future release will show these matches in the results window.

· Also, in the next release, concepts whose status is unusual (e.g., retired or obsolete) will show their status in parentheses in the results listing.

· Click on the preferred name to see a concept’s details.

· If there is only one match, the concept details page is shown directly without first listing results.

Additional Information
Several journal articles describe NCIt in greater detail.  These are listed in the About EVS page on the EVS Web site.
(Need to make available, describe, and link to other NCIt documentation.  This section will be provided soon.)

